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From Man to God: The Role of a Bridge of Folklore
ZHANG Xiaoqin

(College of Journalism and Communication, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: Chinese folk deities were originally ordinary mortals. Because of its social conditions, the natural environment and its own

intrinsic factors, they were made the gods from mortals for the folk to worship. In the transition from Man to God, folk legends, as a

bridge, played a key role. From the deification process of Mazu, Wu Zhenren and Qingshui, etc. , it can be seen that there was a close

relationship between the formation and development of the folk belief and the widely circulated folk stories.

Key words: from Man to God; folklore; Mazu; Wu Zhenren; Qingshui
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