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An Exploration of Causes Preference Among Academically
Low - achievers in Middle School: The Students” Perspective
JIANG Jin-wei' ,HAO Xiao-feng’

(1,College of Education Science, Xinyang Normal University;

2. College English Department, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang, 464000)

Abstract: This study explored the causes of course preference among academically low — achievers in middle school. Participants ( N =

21) from eleven middle schools were interviewed by qualitative method. Results indicated that teacher supports, including emotional

support, academic support, instructional support and managerial support, have important effects on students”course preference. Family

support and peer support also had some effects on students”course preference. Self — efficacy played a mediating role in the relationship

between social supports and course preference. But Academically Low — achievers didnt gain good social supports in learning.

Key words: academically low — achievers; course preference; social support; teacher support; parental support; peer support
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