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A Study of the Historical Writing and Image Reception of
ZHANG Qians Achievements
WANG Huabao

(School of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096, China)

Abstract: In the Han Dynasty, ZHANG Qian’s historical narrative is found in early official historical texts. such as The
Historical Records describing him as the “Bo Wang Marquis” who “upheld the principles of the Han dynasty without wave-
ring”, and in The History of Han Dynasty portraying him as the envoy who “upheld the principles, completed achievements
in the vast land of the Western Region”. ZHANG Qian’s image is not only shaped by the historical accounts but also by various
literary works over the ages. The shaping involves associative thinking, blending with historical writing, literary legends, reli-
gious dissemination, and cultural attributions. This has resulted in a multifaceted reconstructed image that includes elements of
plant introducer, immortal figures, and many other amalgamated representations. People infused their unique life experiences
into the image of ZHANG Qian, writing their own versions of history in different forms, creating diverse new texts and images
with significant cognitive value. The core understanding and image reception of ZHANG Qian’s achievements revolve around
his “pioneering” efforts in the Western Regions and the establishment of the Silk Road. As an exemplary figure embodying the
spirit of the Chinese nation and a pioneer in cultural exchange, ZHANG Qian’s story is an endless tale of fascinating narratives
in both domestic and international cultural communication.

Key words: ZHANG Qian; historical contributions; historical narrative; image reception
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A Textual Analysis of Biographies of FAN, LI, TENG and
GUAN in The Historical Records
LUO Biming,QU Jingyi

(Nanyang Technological University of Singapore, School of Chinese Humanities, Singapore 637332)

Abstract: This paper aims to conduct a focused textual analysis of the relatively overlooked Biographies of Fan, Li, Teng and
Guan to explore the historical consciousness and existential transference in Sima Qian’s portrayal of Liu Bang. Drawing upon the
theoretical framework of metahistory, which explores the transference of historical consciousness and existence, the paper
seeks to elucidate Sima Qian’s portrayal of Liu Bang. Sima Qian adheres to the spirit of factual recording, characterized by the
principle of “not embellishing the good. not concealing the evil”. In depicting Liu Bang’s character, Sima Qian unveils both his
ungrateful and ruthless aspects, revealing his betrayal of loyal friends and the execution of those who shared adversities. By
juxtaposing these revelations with corresponding passages from The History of Han Dynasty, Com prehensive Mirror for Aid
in Government and other relevant texts, the paper reexamines Liu Bang’s motivation for killing Fan Kuai. In the final analy-
siss the examination of the narrative of Li Ji’s betrayal of friendship, conveyed through narrative exposition and enriched by a
storytelling technique, also reveals subtle undertones of satire directed towards Liu Bang.
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