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The Asymmetry of Plural Personal Pronoun in Chinese Northern Dialects
CHEN Changxu

(Media College, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000, China)

Abstract: The plural personal pronoun often has different expressions in different dialects. Through the investigation and analy-

sis of 356 northern dialects’ personal pronoun system, we discover that there is a certain degree of asymmetry in the phenome-

non of the grammaticalization of the plural form, the singularization of plural form, and the reinforced clitic of plural form be-

tween three personal pronouns in northern dialects. In other words. it generally follows the tendentious hierarchy of "first per-

son > second person > third person".

Key words: northern dialect; personal pronoun; plural form; asymmetry
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